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We Wish You an “Ablazing” Christmas! 

†Martin’s message continued on Page 2 

Christ Church Alive:  A Parish with a Mission 
 

BEING the sole delegate from Christ Church Arcadia at 
Anglicans Ablaze 2012, I felt responsible to share my 
amazing experiences. In particular, the vision and 
mission of ACSA inspired me, and I wondered how our 
parish could do something about making this vision 
and mission a reality.  

After returning to my parish and initiating a focus group, 
‘Christ Church Alive’ was born, which is our response to 
Anglicans Ablaze and an initiative inspired by the Holy 
Spirit to grow the church. Our vision is “for Christ Church 
to grow in faith and so to grow the church of Christ”.   

Mission Week held 12-18 May 2013 

The first ministry of Christ Church Alive was to have a 
mission week. Father Duncan Mbonyana led our team, 
and I served as the coordinator. Carrying out a week of 
mission was a new idea for Christ Church, and it was 
decided that the focus would not only be on an 
outwards mission, towards community, but primarily 
within the parish and the parishioners themselves, in 
accordance with our vision to grow Christ Church in 
faith. As a result, the week had two prongs:  

 Spiritual nourishment for Christ Church members  

 Sharing spiritual nourishment with the 
community around the church.  

The mission week met both of these outcomes and can 
therefore be regarded as a success.  Each day of the 
week was allocated a theme or focus area close to the 
heart of Christ Church, with the week culminating the 
Pentecost celebrations. 

Parallel to the planning and all its logistics was a dedicated 
prayer group who met weekly to pray for the mission week. 
During the mission week, prayers were said each morning. 
The programme was as follows. 

Saturday 11 May: Quiet Morning 

The Mission Week started with a Quiet Morning of spiritual 
preparation for the week ahead. Devotions were based 
around the 15 Stations of the Cross in the church, with a final 
meditation in the newly refurbished Garden of 
Remembrance. 

Sunday 12 May: Mission Week Launch 

Thanksgiving service 

One of Christ Church’s outreach programmes is at St Paul’s 
Ramagodi, where we have been assisting in the building of a 
new church. We were joined at the Sunday Morning 09h15 
service by lay ministers, church wardens and the choir of  
St Paul’s Ramagodi who came to say thank you for Christ 
Church’s outreach.  It was a beautiful service of thanksgiving 
and fellowship, followed by refreshments. 

Becoming a spirit-filled church. 

We celebrated Evening Prayer with visiting preacher the Revd 
Frank Chikane, who gave a stirring sermon on becoming a 
spirit-filled church. 

Monday 13 May: Focus on Women and Children 

Outreach to Arcadia Primary School 

An Outreach team met at Arcadia Primary School at 07h20 to 
offer a simple message of love and support to this school that 
children attend.  

Continued on page 2 

From left: Helpers at the business breakfast, visit to Irene Home for disabled adults and Youth Day celebrations. 
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We Wish You an “Ablazing” Christmas! 

ONE of our Christmas Collects reads, “you have caused this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the Light 
of life…”.  Indeed, God wants to set us all ablaze with that same fire of love and holiness so that we shine as lights in 
this world.  My prayer for you this Christmas is for God to ignite that flame in your life and for others to be set ablaze 
through their contact with you.  

Christmas gift ideas 

I wonder if you, like me, have been struggling to think of suitable Christmas gifts for your loved ones? Here are a 
few ideas: 

• How about registering them for Anglicans Ablaze and paying for all or part of their registration fee?  
That would be an amazing gift of life! The conference takes place in Johannesburg from 2-5 July 2014. 

• If you cannot manage that, how about inviting them to join you at the conference? It will be an event that 
you can look forward to and enjoy together. 

• Or if you live in Johannesburg, how about inviting them to come and stay with you during the conference? 

The world is oppressed by so much darkness, sin, pain and suffering; but with the fire of God burning in us, we can 
take an enormous difference. Let us invite Jesus, the incarnate Lord of light and life, to make his dwelling in us. Let 
us invite the Holy Spirit, the living fire of God, to burn within us. 

So, may you and your loved ones have a blessed Advent and Christmas season – an “Ablazing” Christmas! 

  
†Martin Breytenbach 
Chairperson, Anglicans Ablaze 

Continued from Page 1 

THE team then prayed with the pupils at their assembly.  

Eucharist: Praying against abuse of women and children 
A special Eucharist was held at 18.30 to pray against 
violence and abuse of women and children. Visitors from 
neighbouring churches shared in the service. 

Tuesday 14 May 

Outreach to Brooklyn Police Station 

The Outreach team visited Brooklyn Police Station, the 
nearest police station to Christ Church and prayed with 
two groups, the first being the detectives and the second, 
the support staff. Again, our message of love and support 
was welcomed and visibly moved many of the officers 
and staff. 

Evening of witness and testimony 

An evening of witness and testimony was held at 18.30, 
starting off with evening prayer. Several members of the 
congregation, including visitors from St Michael’s 
Sunnyside, offered their experiences of Christ’s 
transforming power in their lives.  

Wednesday 15 May: Focus on Family 

Outreach to Irene Homes. 

The Outreach Team led the Wednesday morning Chapel 
service at Irene Homes, which is a home for disabled 
adults and enjoyed coffee with staff afterwards. 

Evening prayer: Building successful families 

Evening prayer was held at 18.30, with an inspiring 
sermon by Father Leonard Nyakale on the topic of 
“Building successful families”. 

 

 

Thursday 16 May: Focus on Healing 

Eucharist: Prayers for the aged 

A morning Eucharist was held, where the homily was on 
the theme of ‘Aging and spirituality’, given by Rae 
Labuschagne, gerontologist. A tea for the elderly members 
of the parish followed, organised by the Women’s Guild.  

Healing service 

The Rev. David Hutt of Linga Longa led a service of healing. 
A music group from St Hilda’s, Hatfield, led the worship, 
which included singing in tongues. Members of the Guild 
of Bernard Mzeki, Garankua, attended as well. 

Friday 17 May: Focus on Business people 

A business breakfast was held, with a speaker from the 
office of the Public Protector as well as representatives of 
the Mayor of Tshwane’s office. The theme of the morning 
was ‘Ethics and business in South Africa’.  

Events 
A youth day was held, with a variety of Gospel bands 
performing and a braai being enjoyed.  

Looking backwards and forwards 

The mission week has given parishioners a great spiritual 
boost and stronger relationships have been forged 
between Christ Church and the community 

Prayerful planning is already afoot for another mission 
week for 2014. 

A larger delegation will be attending Anglicans Ablaze in 
2014, and we look forward to meeting you and sharing 
experiences. THANK YOU! 

- Margaret Labuschagne 

 

 

Christ Church Alive: A Parish with a Mission continued 

Register TODAY for Anglicans Ablaze on www.anglicansablaze.org 
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A Fresh Expression of Church Story  

Getting Fit and Reaching Out 

 

THE walking group at St Francis Xavier Anglican Church (SFX) 
in Port Elizabeth, pictured above, was born out of a cry for 
help!  A cry which we so often hear because of our crazy, 
stressful, crammed lifestyles.  

One of the new members at SFX cried out in October that she 
desperately needs to exercise to cope with the stresses of 
the day, get fit and lose a few centimetres.  The desperate 
member knew that I have the experience of teaching 
aerobics at a local gym approximately 10 years ago and asked 
that I start teaching again offering classes to the local 
congregation.  Without hesitation, I responded with a 
definite NO!  Needless to say she was very disappointed.   

15 minutes later, I called her back and said that we can start 
walking on condition that the starting point of the walk must 
be SFX’s premises and that we walk in the area surrounding 
the church.  We started walking that very week with 6 eager 
beavers covering 3km’s.  By the following week, our numbers 
had doubled as the residents of the block of flats situated 
next to the church joined us.  By the 3rd week, our numbers 
tripled & the group has been growing.  We start each walk 
with a short prayer asking God’s hand of protection over us 
as well as blessings into all the homes that we pass during 
our walk.    

Aged 7 – to 70 years 

Our group consists of all age groups, our youngest being 7 
years and the oldest, 70 golden years, male and female, and 
various denominations. We also have non-church goers and 
lapsed members who started visiting our local worship 
services on a Sunday. This group has benefited our 
congregation and the community in only two months! I am 
amazed at how God’s divine hand is evident in all of this!   

Some of the SFX members who joined our group have taken 
the opportunity to minister to others whilst we walk.  Our 
group has positively impacted our waist lines as well as well 
as the community and is helping with developing leaders in 
the SFX congregation.  There are plenty young and old people 
in the community surrounding our church who are looking 
‘to belong’. This walking group has helped them to feel that 
they belong.  They belong to the SFX Walking Group.   

We are in the process of acquiring T-Shirts with the following 
inscriptions ‘KEEP CALM & TRUST GOD’ on the front and on 
the back ‘If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another’  1 John 1: 7   

The Revd Andrea Potgieter 

Fresh Expressions of Church keep popping up in ACSA. Be inspired by how parishioners at  
St Francis Xavier are getting physically and spiritually fit and reaching out to their community — all at the same time! 

 

HOW TO START A FX CHURCH… 

Want to know how to start a Fresh Expressions of 
Church (FX) in your community or find out more about 
the FX movement? 
Then take the Mission Shaped Ministry course, FX’s 
training program that teaches people how to plant a fresh 
expression church. If you are passionate about 
establishing a new community or congregation for people 
who have never been involved in church or for people 
who have left the church, then this course is for you! In 
2014, the course will be offered in the following cities:   

 Cape Town 

 Johannesburg 

 Port Elizabeth 

 Pretoria 

 Stellenbosch 
 

Contact GtC to find out more, and regularly visit our Fresh 
Expressions of Church / MSM section on our website 
www.growingthechurch.org.za to stay up-to-date on 
course details such as dates, prices and venues. 
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THANK YOU! 

Bishop Martin, the Board of GtC and our staff would like to thank all those who made donations to GtC during this year. About 
30% of our budget comes from a Provincial grant. The balance of 70% comes from donations from individuals, parishes, two 
or three dioceses and one or two trusts. Most donations range from R50 to R500 per month and two or three bigger donations.  
Irrespective of the size of donation, we want to say A VERY BIG THANK YOU to each and every donor.  Thank you once again! 

A HISTORIC EVENT 

When ANGLICANS ABLAZE 2014 takes place from 2-5 July 2014, in 200 days’ time to be exact, not only will it be the largest 
Provincial event with 3 000 – 3500 people anticipated, we will also be hosting Justin Welby, the new Archbishop of Canterbury 
as a keynote speaker. There is great excitement everywhere one goes. However, there is a lot of work to be done. Among 
other things, we need to raise R200 000.00 quite soon to pay for deposits on hotels, transport, equipment like marquees, 3 000 
chairs and so much more.  If 1 000 people donated R200 each, the challenge will melt away. Please will you prayerfully consider 
assisting us in this way? 

To raise this money would be the best Christmas gift we could ever have hoped for. Thank you for considering this appeal. And 
please feel free to give more or less, as it suits you. But most of all, please remember the ministry of Growing the Church in 
your prayers. Many thanks again! 

 BANK DETAILS: 

 Account name:  GtC Teaching and Training 

 Bank:  Standard Bank, Constantia - Account No: 624 863 018 

 Branch Code:  025309 (Add 00 for EFT), Swift Code: SBZAZAJJ – (if responding from outside SA)  
Reference:  AA 2014/your surname 

Or go to our website click here to donate online.  

ADVERTISE on MY ANGLICAN website – check out affordable opportunities by 

clicking on this link https://www.myanglican.org/advertising.aspx 

MAKING HISTORY – ROOTED IN JESUS JUNIOR 

On 1-2 November, GtC held its first Rooted in Jesus Junior training. 
Although it was a “pilot” conference, it was the first RinJ Junior 
training ever held in ACSA, so we made history!  

Be on the lookout in 2014 for more RinJ Junior trainings. If your 
parish or diocese would like to be trained in this small-group 
discipleship program that is transforming children, their families 
and communities, please contact Nicole Corlew, GtC’s Youth 
Coordinator.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

January 2013 Training 
We are pleased to announced that two Godly Play 
trainers—Amy Crawford and the Revd Andrew 
Sheldon—will be in South Africa from 3-12 January to 
offer introductory and core training courses in Godly 
Play, a Montessori-based children’s programme 
steeped in the story-telling tradition, allowing children 
to find their own stories and to develop their own 
spirituality and relationship with God. They will be 
teaching courses in the following cities: 

DURBAN:  

 4 January, introductory workshop 
 3-5 January: three-day core training  

MAFIKENG:  

 7-8 January, introductory workshop 

BENONI:   

 10-12 January, core training  

If you would like to find out more about Godly Play or 
register for the training, please email Joan Truby 

email address: sptruby@mweb.co.za 

 

Godly play 

  

 

 
Participants made up of Sunday School Teachers, Children’s 
Ministry and Junior Youth Leaders joined in the interactive 
fun of action songs and art as part of the training for leading 
Rooted in Jesus Junior small groups. 

 

http://www.growingthechurch.org.za/site/support.aspx
https://www.myanglican.org/advertising.aspx
mailto:youth@growingthechurch.org.za?subject=Rooted%20in%20Jesus%20Junior
mailto:sptruby@mweb.co.za

