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Questions for a Lenten Journey: 
• How is God’s kingdom 

revealed to us in the Bible? 
• How do Jesus’ actions reveal 

the kingdom to us? 
• How can our own actions help 

to create God’s Kingdom? 



In Zimbabwe, Anglicans are being persecuted by an ex-communicated bishop 
who wants control of church property. 



But the church remains a model of peace, turning the other 
cheek, while using legal channels to win back their rights.  



In Sri Lanka, USPG is supporting widows who survived civil war. 
Many have been left destitute, but the church is helping. 



Hilary P Wirasinha, of the Church of Ceylon, said: ‘The church 
is committed to peace, justice and equal rights for all.’  



In Pakistan, Christians face persecution because they are in a 
minority and because Christianity is seen as ‘western’.  



Bishop Mano Rumalshah, of the Church of Pakistan, said: ‘Our 
ultimate aim is to proclaim the message of peace.’ 



In Egypt, where Muslims and Coptic Christians have clashed, 
the Anglican Church is pursuing inter faith dialogue.  



The Rt Revd Mouneer Anis, Bishop of Egypt, said: ‘The 
Anglican Church can play a bridging role.’  



In Israel/Palestine, USPG is an advocate for Palestinians who 
feel betrayed by the Israeli government and army.  



USPG is supporting the Diocese of Jerusalem as it pursues 
peace and reaches out to marginalised Palestinians. 



In the Amazon, the Anglican Church is campaigning against 
illegal logging and the destruction of homelands.  



More than 800 people have been murdered while defending the 
rainforest and its people from unscrupulous businesses.  



In the Philippines, over 1,200 human rights advocates have been 
killed after standing up for the poor.  



Fr Rex Reyes Jr said: ‘A violation of human rights anywhere is a 
violation of human rights everywhere.’  



Reading: Luke 4:14-20 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
For he has appointed me to preach 
Good News to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim  
That captives will be released, 
That the blind will see, 
That the downtrodden will be freed 
from their oppression, 
And that the time of the Lord’s 
favour has come.” 



 

 
 
 
 
 

For discussion: 
• How literally do we take Jesus’ 

interpretation of Isaiah as we see it in his 
life? 

• What concrete actions can we take 
(personally and as a church) to face a 
broken society? 

 - when human rights are challenged? (by 
 hunger, homelessness) 
 - in conflict situations?  
 - to save the environment? 



A pledge of peace 
 
Lord Jesus, you are the Prince of Peace.  
  
You call us to seek shalom in our own lives  
and the lives of those around us:  
This we now do.  
  
In this broken world, guide us  
and give us strength  to bring shalom  
into our personal lives,  
into our church and community,  
into our nation  
and globally, among people of different faiths and 
backgrounds… 



We pray for a healing of the broken shalom that 
exists  
between men and women,  
between rich and poor,  
between the powerful and the disempowered, 
and  
between human beings and Creation. 
  
Lord Jesus, you gave us your peace.  
Give us openness to embrace this peace,  
hope to experience it in our own lives,  
and courage to share it throughout the world. 
  
Amen. 
  
 


