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OUR TASK AS STEWARDS 

As we move through Stewardship Month, we have been reflecting on what it means to be 

God’s stewards. We have been reminded that at the creation, God entrusted us with the 

earth and its resources, and continues to empower us to manage these resources in a wise 

and sensible way. Sometimes, we forget our responsibility and this time of reflection chal-

lenges us to reconsider our role as stewards.  

 As Christians, we have been set aside as stewards over 

not only the earth itself, but as stewards of God’s truth and 

God’s ministry as well. Specifically, we are required to be stew-

ards over our time, our bodies, our money, our talents and our 

possessions.  As stewards we are held to a high standard of liv-

ing, a high standard of character. But God does not expect us to 

do this alone—we are blessed with an abundance of spiritual 

gifts that will allow God’s grace and generosity to flow through 

us.  

The seven principles of giving 

 Everything you “own” actually belongs to God  

 Giving produces abundance [Acts 20:35] 

 Give by faith [Philippians 4:19] 

 What you sow, you will reap. [Galatians 6: 7,8 & 2 Co-

rinthians 9:10] 

 Give to glorify God [1 Timothy 5:8] 

 Give from the heart [Luke 12: 43] 

 God wants you to be financially free [Malachi 3:10] 

Useful readings on our task as 

stewards 

Luke 12:42 

1 Corinthians 4:1 

Titus 1:7 

1 Peter 4:10 

“God prospers me not to raise my standard of living, but to raise my 

standard of giving.”  Randy Alcorn  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4862.Randy_Alcorn
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Giving as a spiritual practice 

We are given the example of the perfect giver in the Trinity. Have you ev-

er considered what God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit 

have given us, and how they gave? 

 Think about what God the Father gave us. Motivated by love, not 

by selfishness or the desire for any benefit, God gave his only Son to die 

upon the cross so that we will not die, but have eternal life. God later also 

sent his Holy Spirit to us, to be our counsellor, our helper, our comforter 

and our advocate. 

 Jesus himself gave his life to us—

again, he did this not for his own benefit, 

but purely out of love for us. This also re-

minds us that although giving appears to 

be a loss—Jesus lost his life– the benefits 

of giving far outweigh anything else– we 

have abundant life. Jesus  gave us the im-

age of a seed that dies so that a new plant 

can grow. Jesus suffered death also be-

cause he believed that giving is God’s will 

for us—all his life he lived to give glory to God. 

 The Holy Spirit is also an example of a perfect giver, as 

the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is what makes us children of 

God. The Holy Spirit also gifts us with love, wisdom, truth, 

guidance and discernment, all of which sustain us in our giv-

ing. Indeed, we cannot give without the Holy Spirit.  

 We learn about giving from the example of God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit– and all 

he has given us. 

Becoming a cheerful giver 

God calls on us to give as freely as we 

have received. But to do so means that 

we need to trust God, which in turn 

means a relationship built on trust.  

 Stewardship therefore only has 

meaning in the context of a relationship 

with God, where we have faith in his 

promise of abundance.  

 In Luke 5, we read of Peter’s faith 

in lowering his fishing nets at Jesus’ com-

mand, despite not having caught fish all 

night. He is rewarded with a massive 

catch. Do we have faith to keep lowering 

our nets? 
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Being good stewards  

of our bodies  

In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, we are reminded 

that our bodies are God’s temples. We have 

been purified by Christ’s death and need to 

live by the Spirit, not by our human nature. 

As such, we are called to present our bodies as 

a living sacrifice to God.  

 Since God wants us to live a holy life, 

the enemy seeks to entrap us in sin and de-

feat. One of Satan's methods is to tempt us to 

misuse our bodies. But God created our bodies 

for His glory. By surrendering them to 

Him, He can use us to further His king-

dom and help us grow in our faith.  

 Consider how you can be a better 

steward of your tongue, your mind, your 

hands, your feet, your eyes, your ears 

and your sexuality.  How do you misuse 

your body? How does God intend us to 

use our bodies? 

Being a good steward of your time  

By Bill Bright 

Time is the heritage of every person. Whether a king or street sweeper, an astronomer or truck driver, 

a business tycoon or grocery clerk, each of us has the same number of hours. 

 Many necessities and opportunities demand much of our day. Our work takes up a large per-

centage of our life. Being a good husband or wife, father or mother, employer or employee requires 

time. 

 As Christians, we have spiritual priorities as well. How many hours or days in a month should 

we set aside for evangelism and discipleship and the ministries of our church? What about caring for 

the poor, the orphans, and widows as God's Word commands (James 1:27; Galatians 2:10)?  With all 

these tasks competing for our time, how can we balance our responsibilities to fulfill our temporal and 

spiritual duties? 

 As a good steward, you must manage your time wisely, setting aside time to serve God. As we 

have seen, everything we have is a gift from God. Every second of every minute, every minute of every 

hour, twenty-four hours a day belong to Him. Although God's Word does not specifically require us to 

tithe our time, our Lord did command us to put Him first in all things (Matthew 6:31-33). Giving back 

a percentage of our time enables us to give God priority and assurance that we will fulfill our service 

to Him. 

 Keeping track of how you spend your day can be of great value in evaluating the stewardship 

of your time. Record the number of hours spent on business, class, sleep, Christian service, recreation, 

etc. Are you wasting time on activities that do not serve to glorify God? How could you use that time 

to serve the Lord?   

 The best way in which we can spend our time is in evangelism: preaching the Good News and 

making disciples (see Ephesians 5:15-16; Mark:15:16; Matthew 29:19). Are you doing that? 
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Being good stewards of our talents and gifts 

By Bill Bright 

God created us with a great variety of talents. You may be 

able to run a marathon, organize a group meeting, teach, or 

write. Your skill may be typing, photography, or painting. 

Perhaps you sing or play a musical instrument. Maybe you 

are a carpenter, landscaper, engineer, mechanic, or 

bookkeeper. Each of us has a unique function to perform in 

life and in the Body of Christ. 

 The Bible refers to the church as the Body of Christ 

with Christ as its Head (1 Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 

5:23). Just as your body has many specialized parts, each 

with its own function, so the church is composed of many in-

dividuals, each with his /herown special function to perform - 

and contribution to make - to the rest of the Body. I encourage you to identify your talents, 

and ask God to show you how to use them for His glory. 

 Every Christian possesses spiritual gifts which are imparted by the Holy Spirit, ena-

bling us to minister to others in behalf of Christ. 

 Seek to develop your gifts in the power of the Holy Spirit. Realize that you may have 

other gifts of which you are not presently aware, so exercise various gifts. Be aware that you 

are accountable to God for stewardship of your spiritual gifts. 

  

Follow these steps to more 

fully understand your part 

in the Body of Christ: 

 Realize that you have at 

least one spiritual gift, 

probably more (read Ro-

mans 12:3-8). 

 Pray that God will make 

your gifts know to you. 

 Determine which of your 

activities the Lord seems 

to bless and inquire of oth-

er mature Christians who 

know you well what your 

spiritual gifts might be. 

 List what you believe your 

spiritual gifts are. 
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A story about tithing 

One afternoon, Grandpa Clark strode into his house, pockets bulging with treats for his grandchil-

dren. As he settled into his creaking rocker, the children clamoured around him with expectant faces, 

each pushing and shoving to be the first to see what Grandpa had brought them. 

 The gray-haired man dug deep into his pockets and pulled out a fistful of sweets, handing each 

child a favourite treat. When he finished, he leaned back in his rocker with a smile of contentment to 

watch them tear at the wrappings. 

 On his left, two jealous brothers argued over whose sweets tasted better. Another child sat at 

his feet munching a chocolate bar. Suddenly, a tiny red-haired sweetheart patted her grandpa on the 

arm. Concern furrowed her brow. 

 "Would you like some of my Smarties, Grandpa?" she asked with sad, shy eyes. "You don't have 

anything." 

 Grandpa Clark peered down at his only granddaughter and grinned. Gently, he gathered her 

dainty form into his lap. "Why, you haven't even opened your sweeties," he observed. 

 She stared into his eyes with a frank expression. "Cause I want you to have the first one." 

 "Why, thank you, I think I will," he smiled, carefully opening her little package. With relish, he 

removed a couple of sweets and popped them into his mouth. Then he wrapped his arms tightly 

around her, engulfing her happy face. (by Bob Bright) 

Stewardship of our possessions 

How much should we give? 

The word tithe comes from a Greek term simply meaning “the tenth” and refers to the 

practice of giving one tenth of your income to God. Godly principles underlay this practice. 

Tithing accomplishes the following: 

 Acknowledges God as the source and owner of all that we possess 

 Is a voluntary act of worship 

 Teaches us to put God first 

 Is a practical guideline for systematic giving 

 Provides spiritual release and blessing 

 

Ten percent, an Old Testament measure for giving, is a good beginning point for a faithful 

and dedicated steward. And though we are not under the Law but under grace, as Dr. J. B. 

Gabrell declared, "It is unthinkable from the standpoint of the cross that anyone would give 

less under grace than the Jews gave under law." 

 Measuring their giving by the grace of the cross and not by the legalism of the Law, 

the early Christians did not limit themselves to the tithe. They gave much more. And they 

gave in the Spirit of Christ, as a demonstration of His pre-eminence in their lives, to help 

fulfill the Great Commission. 

Did you know that keeping Christ Church Arcadia running takes about R1 million per year? 

Most of this money is generated by the collection plate and Dedicated Giving pledges.  
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Christ Church, Arcadia 

The Anglican Church of  

Southern Africa 

Diocese of Pretoria 

 

820 Pretorius Street 

Arcadia, Pretoria, 0083 

Phone and fax: 012 430 2470 

Office hours: Mondays to  

Fridays, 8.30-12:30 
Email: rector@ 

christchurcharcadia.co.za 

admin@ 

christchurcharcadia.co.za 

Website: 

www.christchurcharcadia.co.za 

Regular services at Christ Church 

Tuesdays: 9.00 Morning Prayer 

Thursdays: 9:00 Said Eucharist 

Sundays 

7:30: Said Eucharist 

9:15: Choral Eucharist,  Junior Church and 

Crèche 

Rector: The Revd. Duncan Mbonyana 
Assistant Rector: The Revd. Samuel Isaacs 
Parish Administrator: Carolyn Chisadza:  012 430 2470 
Verger: Gareth Whiteley: 073 150 2298/072 940 9892 
Director of Music: George King: 012 460 9792/ 083 306 4478 

Dates for your diary 

September 

Wednesday 25 September, 18.30: Bible Study on stewardship 

Thursday 26 September, 19.30: Concert by the SA Baroque 

Ensemble, playing on period instruments (leader: Antoi-

nette Lohmann), with music by J.C. Bach, Franz Tunder, 

Nikolaus Bruhns, Johann Rosenmüller and Dieterich 

Buxtehude. Admission R100/R60. 

Sunday 29 September, 9.15: Dedication Sunday, Back to 

Church Sunday 

October 

Sunday 6 October, 18.00: Choral Evensong, with the choir of 

St George’s Parktown 

Friday 11 October, 19.00: Studio 265 presents Music for In-

struments at Christ Church Arcadia. Tickets will be sold at 

the door for R80/R60 (schoolchildren and pensioners). Con-

tact: Douglas Scott on 076 464 7514. 

Thursday 24 October, 19.00: The Hall School Chapel Choir 

(London) sing Evensong. 

Saturday, 26 October, 9.00: Art display and Christmas Work-

shop. Contact: Wendy Bloy on 082 707 8823. 

Sunday 27 October, after 9.15 service: Special Vestry Meet-

ing to discuss 2014 budget and election of new wardens. 

 

November  

Saturday 2 November, 7pm - Requiem Mass for All Souls. 

Imagine …. if every one of us invited a 

friend, a family member, a neighbour or a 

colleague to church and they accepted, we 

would double our congregation in a day!  

What is Back to Church Sunday?  

Back to Church Sunday is a mission initiative of 

the international Anglican church. It is based on a 

very simple model: each member of congregation 

simply has to invite someone you already know to 

church. That’s all. Obviously this is not intended 

to be a “one-day wonder”, but rather intends for a 

church to develop an invitational mindset that 

persists. 

 

When is Back to Church Sunday? 

29 September: INTERNATIONAL BACK 

TO CHURCH SUNDAY  

Christ Church will be taking part, along with An-

glican churches across the country and the entire 

world, in Back to Church Sunday. This service will 

focus on being invitational Christians. 


