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In this issue ... 

The rector’s reflections ... 

Let’s get on board! The luxury bus is ready with a roadmap for 2011. We 

opened the year with a consultative leaders’ workshop in which we found 

common ground and articulated a direction for our parish. We also had a 

successful Vestry and now are confident of the focus we are to have.  

 On  26  February 2011, the new council will allocate champions of 

portfolios and we will be on the way.  

 Please get on board now! Get your ticket; take your place and  

please remember:  

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again Rejoice‖  

(Philippians 4:4) 

“Do not be anxious about everything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God‖ 

(Philippians 4:6). 

CHRIST CHURCH ARCADIA 

Welcome, Father Duncan! Here’s to excellence! 
Irene Downer, Chief Reporter 

 

At last  our prayers were answered and our patience rewarded with the arrival and recent installation (by 

Bishop Jo) of our excellent new Rector, Fr. Duncan Mbonyana. Fr. Duncan his family have been most 

warmly welcomed into our Parish of Christ Church and firmly integrated into our various activities.   

 Fr. Duncan hails from St. Timothy’s in The Reeds where he successfully established this church 

some four years ago.  Needless to say, they were very sorry to witness his transfer to us, but it is most cer-

tainly our wonderful gain—the highly competent leadership, management and communication skills (along 

with a delightful sense of humour) of Fr. Duncan with 35 years in the Anglican Ministry will be of enor-

mous benefit to us. 

 Fr. Duncan’s arrival has effected an almost overnight transformation from near despair at the long 

wait for a new Rector to one of immediate positive anticipation and uplifting of the spirit. We are all fired 

up to move from strength to strength in building up our Parish, attracting new members and, of 

course, welcoming back old members as well. 

 If our recent and most successful Strategy Planning session followed soon thereafter by Vestry 

meeting with him are anything to go by, then we can and will reach for the skies in becoming, to quote Fr. 

Duncan, a ―Centre of Excellence‖.  Here’s to a glorious and blessed time ahead! 

ALL ABOARD! 
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 Building and grounds  

Update Ansie de Swardt 

During 2010, we consolidated the work done during the 

big project in 2009.  It is so gratifying to see with all the 

torrential rain we are having, that the water run-off is 

working so well now and all the water ends up where it 

should.  We waterproofed the hall complex roof, fixed 

and painted all the gutters and pruned the big jacaranda 

tree to give the roses a bit more sun. This exercise great-

ly improved the shape of the tree, and got rid of the low 

branches that are prone to breaking off in storms, in-

cluding some that were leaning precariously into the 

neighbours' property. 

 Due to the constraints we are all too familiar 

with, some projects didn't come off.  This gives us some-

thing to do this year!  You can look forward to 

 Renovations to the Rectory and improvements to the 

 rectory garden 

 Fixing of the ramp and tiling on the hall stoep 

 Installing a fountain in the Garden of Repose area 

 Repairs and extensions to the irrigation system 

 Upgrade of the crèche area. 

 This year the garden itself must receive some 

attention. The plants are growing well after the rains, 

but the flower beds look a bit tired and in need of some 

improvement. We will be calling for donations of plants, 

garden feed,  and time effort. If you have green fingers, 

watch this space! 

News from the Parish Council 

Churchwarden’s Note Stephen Chisadza  

In Exodus 3: 10 – 14, Moses protests to God that he 

is not an eloquent speaker and therefore cannot go 

before the Egyptians to present the Israelites’ case. 

The Lord, however, not only gives him the right 

words to say, but also provides him with a compan-

ion in the form of the well spoken Aaron.  

 In the New Testament (Mark 6: 30-44) 

Jesus asks his disciples to take stock of their food 

supplies. They discover that they just have five 

loaves and two fish.  

 Like many of us, Moses and the disciples 

focused on what they did not have rather than  

bringing the little that they did have to God and 

allowing him make use of it. When God is present, 

our resources are never inadequate.  

 I would therefore like to encourage the pa-

rishioners of Christ Church and especially the in-

coming Council members and wardens not to focus 

on what we do not have ,but rather focus on God 

and doing his work and he will surely meet us half 

way.  

Special Vestry Meeting and  

Parish Braai: 6 March 

On Sunday 6 March, there will be one service at 

8:30, followed by a Special Vestry meeting after 

the service to present the audited financial state-

ments from 2010 and to present the Parish budget 

for 2011.  

 Please attend, as it is important for parish-

ioners to understand how the Parish has used your 

donations and what it intends to use them for in 

the coming year.  

 This meeting will be followed by s a Parish 

Braai, boerewors rolls, salads and ice cream avail-

able at no cost. Please bring your own drinks.  

 RSVP to the Parish Office. 

VILLAGE HARMONY 
Irene Downer, Chief Reporter  

On 31 January, friends and members of our Parish 

were treated to a wonderful performance in our 

church by the Village Harmony Choral group. 

 Village Harmony are part of an international 

organisation currently touring the world, and per-

formed Bulgarian, Appalachian and Georgian folk songs 

as well as works from the Renaissance – marvellous 

singing and harmonising without musical  

accompaniment.   

 After the hour and a half ‘s performance 

(including a standing ovation and encore), we had the 

opportunity of interacting with some of these 

choristers to hear how much they were enjoying 

their South African trip. The South African tour 

included training and a  performance in a huge 

church in Soweto (reported to be a fantastic ex-

perience) as well as trips to Nelspruit and Durban 

before their return to respective home bases 

overseas. 

 Thanks George, we look forward 

to more of such performances!  
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PHENOMENAL WOMEN:  

A report on the new Christ Church Women’s Group 
 

Eileen Hugo 

 

I am no ichthyologist but I am led to believe that sharks only grow as large as their surroundings 

permit. They adapt to their environment and if one caught a small shark and confined it, it would 

stay a size proportionate to the aquarium in which it is kept. But turn it loose in the ocean and it will 

grow to its normal size.  

This condensed reflection of Reverend Ron Newhouse at Devotions.net questions if this is not some-

times true of us Christians?  If we are challenged to live heroic lives for Christ, we have that capabil-

ity. Left unchallenged, however, most of us stay where we are: with an immature understanding of 

faith and a nominal commitment to Christ. 

 Fuelled by the recent strategic workshop led by Fr. Duncan and the need expressed over the 

years by many moms, wives and working women who have not been able to draw on the joy and 

strength of the long standing Women’s Guild (which meets one Thursday morning a month), another 

ladies group has sprouted! 

 After all the rain a beautiful Saturday morning dawned and no fewer than ten ladies found 

themselves around a bountiful tea table. Despite the typical nature of women to meander through 

conversations and a cheerful intrusion by our new Rector, who may have had designs on a cuppa, the 

group settled down and opened with a prayer.  Apologies were noted – that’s a good sign isn’t it…first 

meeting and we have some apologies, surely an indication of intentions to attend?!  Introductions 

made – no it wasn’t a case of all the same old faces – another good portent! A brief brainstorm about 

what this loosely formed group of women should call themselves was followed by the all important 

question: ―What are you looking for in this group?‖  It became clear that whether you’re at a loose 

end or at the end of your wits, having a group where you can share experience and share inspiration 

in order to become a more Christ-centred woman was what we all needed. Our group is characterised 

by ladies from every imaginable sphere of life and if the first meeting was any indication, age is im-

material. 

 It was agreed that we should meet every second Saturday at 09h00, commencing the 19 of 

February. We hope to develop some themes to guide our growth and maybe host some events or guest 

speakers that will be of interest to a wider audience. 

 So although there was no defined theme at this inception meeting, a stepping stone did 

emerge. When the pendulum of a woman’s life swings between everything from balancing babies to 

balancing the books and occasionally crying into your teacup, it’s hard to maintain much needed qui-

et time – time for devotion and nourishing the spirit. So armed with some advice from those who’re 

getting it right and some inspiration from those that are trying, we all agreed to re-examine our daily 

devotions. 

For this very reason, you must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, and 

goodness with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with endur-

ance, and endurance with godliness, 7and godliness with mutual affection, and mutual af-

fection with love. 

(2 Peter 1.5-7) 

 

If you’re ready to take up the challenge to change from nominal to phenomenal, 

don’t miss our next meeting! 

 



Regular services at Christ Church 

Thursdays 

9:00 Said Mass 

Sundays 

7:30: Said Mass 

9:15: Choral Mass, Junior Church and 

Crèche 

Christ Church Arcadia 

820 Pretorius Street 

Arcadia, Pretoria, 0083 

Phone and fax: 012 430 

2470 

Office hours: Mondays to 

Fridays, 8.30-12:30 

Email: rector@christ 

churcharcadia.co.za 

Dates for your diary 

FEBRUARY 

26 February: Training for councilors and wardens, 

9.00-15.00 

27 February: Institution of Parish Council, 9.15; 

Farewell tea for Ernest Sefora 

MARCH 

5 March: Women’s Group meeting, 9.00 

6 March: Choral Mass, 8,30; Special Vestry Meeting 

after service; Parish Braai; Evensong, 18.00 

8 March: Shrove Tuesday 

9 March: Ash Wednesday, Imposition of the Ashes, 

19.00 

10 March: Women’s Guild Meeting, 9.45  

11 March: Men’s night with the Rector, 18.00 

12 March: Church wardens’ conference; Lent Quiet 

Day, 9.00-18.00 

16 March: Lent Course, 19.00 

19 March: Lay ministers’ conference; Women’s Group 

Meeting, 9.00 

23 March: Lent Course, 19.00 

26 March: Lay ministers’ conference 

30 March: Lent Course, 19.00 

APRIL 

3 April: Evensong, 18.00 

6 April: Lent Course, 19.00 

9 April: Lent Quiet Day, 9.00-18.00 

13 April: Lent Course, 19.00 

14 April: Women’s Guild Meeting, 9.45 

16 April: Making of palm crosses and dec-

orating church, 9.00 

17 April:  Palm Sunday: Said Mass, 7.30; 

Choral Mass, 9.15 

18 April: Said Mass, 18.00 

19 April: Said Mass, 18.00 

20 April: Said  Mass, 18.00; Lent Course, 

19.00 

21 April: Maundy Thursday: Said Mass, 

9.00; Choral Mass, 19.00, followed by 

Stripping of Altar and Watch 

22 April: Good Friday:  Good Friday  

Liturgy, 12 noon 

23 April: Holy Saturday: Church cleaning, 

9.00; Easter Eve Service, 19.00 

24 April: Easter Day: Said Mass, 7.30; 

Choral Mass, 9.15 

Please send all suggestions, contribu-

tions and ideas for the Christ Church 

Chronicle to Margaret Labuschagne at 

(012) 346 8265 or email me at  Mar-

garet. Labuschagne@up.ac.za. 

Rector: The Revd. Duncan 

Mbonyana 

Lay Ministers; Miles Arnold: 

012 362 3138; Stephanie 

Baker: 012 343 0390 x 262; 

Christine Bezuidenhout 012 430 

2438 

Director of Music: George King: 

012 460 9792/083 306 4478 
 


